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Towards  the  Vindication: 

OF  THE 

Committee  of 

1 N 

BARBADOS, 

From  the  Afperfions  and  Calumnies  thrown  upon 
them  in  an  anonymous  Piece,  printed  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, under  the  Title  of  an  Addrefs  to 
them,  occafioned  by  their  Letter  to  their  Agent 
in  London. 

In  a LETTER  to  a FRIEND, 

<• 

By  a B ARB  ADi  ALL 

— — 

’Though  Loyalty , well  held , to  Fools  does  make 
Our  Faith  mere  Lolly,— — - Shakespear. 


BARBADOS: 

Printed  by  Geoh.ce  Esmand  and  Comp. 
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'sf^'0^X  HAVE  lately  fecn  an  InveCtive  a- 
4 ' ' -6-  gainft  our  Committee  of  Correfpon- 

&.  I X dence,  contained  in  an  anonymous 


. . w ..'?'  Piece  printed  in  Philadelphia,  under 
• ••-$•  “••4-"  the  Title  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  faid 


Committee,  occaftoned  by  a Letter  of  theirs  to  their 
Agent  in  London. 

And  though  I take  it  for  granted  that  our  Com- 
mittee will  not  defcend  fo  low  as  to  enter  the  Lifts 
againft  a private  Scribbler,  yet,  I think  it  would  be 
a Reflection  upon  the  Society  of  which  I am  a 
Member,  to  fuffer  fuch  an  Infult  upon  Gentlemen, 
voluntarily  dedicating  their  Labours  to  its  Service, 
and  adting  in  the  Way  of  their  Duty  in  a public 
Station,  to  pafs  unanimadverted  upon.  I therefore 
intend,  as  no  better  Hand  offers,  to  beftow  fome 
Strictures  upon  that  Performance. 

The  anonymous  Writer,  in  his  Preface,  profeff- 
es  two  Motives  which  induced  him  to  this  Publi- 
A z cation. 
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cation.  The  one,  to  vindicate  the  Honour  of  his 
Country,  which  he  thinks  has  been  grofsly  infult- 
ed ; the  other,  to  refute  Opinions  which  in  unfor- 
tunate Times,  if  adopted,  may  be  injurious  to  Li- 
berty. 

But  I hope  to  fhew,  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe  A- 
iiimadverfions,  that  if  his  Country  has  been  in- 
fulted,  it  owes  the  Favour  to  himfelf,  or  fome  o- 
thers  like  him,  and  not  tq  our  Committee : And 
that  no  Opinions  which  have  been  publiihed  by 
th,e  Committee  can  at  any  Time  be  injurious  to  Li- 
berty, rightly  underftood,  whatever  his  Notions  of 
it  may  be.  Liberty,  undefined  and  unreftrained 
within  its  proper  Bounds,  is  but  a vague  Term, 
which  not  only  may,  but  aft u ally  has  been,  often 
applied  to  very  wicked  Purpofes : An  Inftance  of 
which  we  have  in  the  riotous  and  plundering  Mobs, 
which,  the  Gentleman  confeffes,  aflembled  in  his 
Country,  under  Pretence  of  vindicating  Liberty  a- 
gainft.  the  Opprefiion  of  the  Stamp  Aft.  And  as 
the  Gentleman  has  not  thought  fit  to  define  Liber- 
ty, we  are  left  to  colleft  his  Notions  of  it,  from  the 
notable  Ufes  to  which  he  would  apply  it. 

FI  e fets  out  with  a Declaration  of  his  Abhorrence 
to  illiberal, Language,  and  I leave  the  Reader  to 
judge  for  himfelf  of  the  Sincerity  of  this  Declara- 
tion, when  he  finds  the  Gentlemen  who  are  wan- 
tonly attacked,  branded  with  the  Imputation  of  Ig- 
norance, Infenfibility,  Blindnefs,  Deafncfs,  and  a 
voluntary  and  timid  Submiflion  to  Slavery,  of 
which,  according  to  him,  they  have  given  the  fe- 
ll ond  Inftance  fince  the  Creation  But  all  this,  it 
feems,  is,  in  his  Opinion  and  Dialeft,  neither  fcur- 
nlous  nor  illiberal. 

• He  tells  us,  that  had  he  only  heard  that  our 
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Committee  had  called  the  Behaviour  of  the  Nor- 
thern Colonies  a rebellious  Oppolition  to  Authority, 
he  would  have  thought  it  a vain  Attempt  to  aim 
at  convincing  them  of  their  Error.  But  he  either 
heard  this,  or  forged  it:  And  yet,  vain  and  un- 
promifing  as  he  confeOes  the  Attempt,  he  flill  per- 
lifts  in  .it,  for  the  Sake  of  traducing  Gentlemen, 
who,  if  we  except  their  Misfortune  in  differing 
from  him  in  Opinion,  had  given  no  Offence ; of 
which'  I am  now  to  offer  fome  Proof. 

I have  before  me  a Manufcripdpopy  of  the  Let- 
ter taken  from  the  Committee’s  Journal,  and  at- 
tefled  by  the  proper  Officer.  I have  likewife  un- 
der my  Eye  the  Barbados  Mercury  of  the  19th  of 
April,  1766,  in  which  the  Letter  was  publifhed  by 
Authority ; both  which  may  be  feen,  by  any  Per- 
fon  who  will  take  the  Trouble  to  perufe  them. 

Now,  thefe  are  the  only  Copies  for  which  the 
Committee  is  accountable,  and  in  both  thefe  I find 
the  Northern  Oppofition  called,  plainly  and  fimply, 
the  prefen't  Oppofition  given  to  Authority  by  cur  Fel- 
low .SufyeBs  on  the  Northern  Continent , without  the 
Epithet  Rebellious,  and  without  the  Addition  of  a 
fingle  Syllable  to  exprefs,  or  even  to  hint,  either 
Approbation  or  Diflike. 

The  detefled  Epithet  Rebellious , mufl  therefore 
be  his  own  Interpolation,  to  give  fome  Colour  of 
Pretence  for  branding  the  Gentlemen  whom  he  has 
wantonly  attacked,  with  the  odious  Imputations  al- 
ready mentioned. 

■_  And  here,  as  the  Gentleman  has  thought  fit  to 
cite  one  Text  of  Scripture,  in  order  to  turn  it  into 
Ridicule,,  may  I not,  with  the  Reader’s  Leave,  be 
allowed  to  cite  another  ferioufly  ? What  Jhall  be  giv- 
en unto  theex  or  what  Jhall  be  done  unto  thee , thoufalje 
Tongue  l 
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He  proceeds  to  tell  us,  though  with  fome  Sur- 
prize, that  the  Gentlemen,  in  their  Letter,  “ had 
laid  a Foundation  for  the  Defence  of  his  Country.” 
W hereas  the  T ruth  is,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  lay 
the  Ground  of  his  Country’s  Quarrel  himfelf,  in 
Falfhood and  that  being  now  removed,  the  Su- 
perftrufture  mult  fall  of  Courfe.  And  here  I think 
I might  conclude,  if  he  had  not  declared  another 
Caufe  of  Quarrel  with  our  Gentlemen. 

For,  though  in  their  Letter  they  dutifully  re- 
monftrate  againfPthe  Oppreffion  of  the  Stamp  Aft, 
and  the  Hardfhip  of  being  taxed  internally,  as  it  is 
called,  by  the  Britifh  Parliament,  who,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  muff  be  liable  to  many  and  great  Miftakes, 
for  Want  of  proper  and  full  Information  concern- 
ing the  Condition  and  Circumftances  of  the  Peo- 
ple to  be  taxed,  yet  they  did  not,  like  him,  prefume 
exprefsly  to  deny  them  the  Right  of  taxing : And 
for  this  they  ftand  arraigned  and  condemned  at  his 
Bar. 

I remember  to  have  heard  of  a Welch  Gentle- 
man, who,  in  the  Time  of  the  great  Rebellion,  had 
the  Misfortune  to  be  taken  Prifoner  by  the  Re- 
bels, tried  and  condemned  to  Death,  in  Compa- 
ny with  two  Eriglilh  Noblemen ; and  when  upon 
hearing  his  Sentence,  he  humbly  thanked  the  Court 
for  the  Favour  they  had  fhown  him,  the  Court,  lit- 
tle inclined  to  fhew  him  Favour,  and  confcious  of 
having  fhown  none,  with  fome  Surprize,  a iked  what 
Favour  he  meant?  To  which  he  anfwered,  that 
they  did  him,  who  was  but  a fimple  Welch  Gen- 
tleman, the  Honour  of  adjudging  him  to  die  the 
fame  Death  with  tv/o  Enghfh  Noblemen.  But 
what  Thanks  are  not  due  to  this  American  from 
our  Committee-Men,  for  having  condemned  them, 

not. 
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«ot  in  Company  With  two  Englifh  Noblemen,  but 
w,Jtl?  theuwI^lc  Body  of  Britilh  Nobility,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  Commons  of  the  Land,  and  both  with 
their  Sovereign  at  their  Head ; for  all  thefe,  after 
folemn  Debate,  and  mature  Confideration,  have 
concurred  to  afiert  the  Right  which  he  denies  them5 
and  consequently  muft  lie  as  open  to  his  Cenfure 
as  our  Gentlemen,  though  in  another  Place  he  al- 
lows them  to  be  the  greateft  and  wifeft  Affembly 
upon  Earth.  ' 

His  next  Charge  againft  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Comnuttee,  is  that  of  Inconfiftency,  becaufe,  after 

« ^ h«d  acknowledged  the  oppreffive  in 
«t  rl KS  PaftS  1 comPlained  of  being  loaded  with  a 
Charge  unproportioned  to  their  Circumftances  • 

« SfJ nmS  mP  Vud  °f  5 ?rivi!eSe  which  t^-dered 

”*e  Opprcffion  beyond  Meafure  grievous  • that 
I;  th7  £aw  Trade,  Juftice,  and  insert  the’moft 
« of  their  civil  Rights  and  Liberties  fink- 

Trnfh  ‘ ?Kaf  iWardS  heficatc’  and  confers  a plain 
Phat  they  cannot  pofitively  fay  whether 

« Inn  ,lghtu°f  LaX1ig  themfelves  exclufively  be- 
Ion°s  *>  ten-”  To  all  which  I anfwer,  that  it 
is  natural  to  Men  complaining  of  their  Suffering 

and  ^Uffenngs  in  the  ftrongeft  Colours’ 

Exaggeration  they  fomewhat  exceed 

c J^LTrfTmth  ^ 5 be  eonfeffed  the 

foeak  fftlrwards  have  Occafion  to 

fpeak  the  naked  Truth,  ftripped  of  all  Colouring 

this  is  never  charged  to  their  Account  as  I neon# 
tency.  Exaggeration  is  a Figure  well  known  and 
often  reforted  to  by  the  bell  Writers.  I fhall’^ve 
an  Inftance  from  a Writer,  who,  in  this  Gentleman’s 
°P;ni°;  atA1CaftVmuft  Pafs  fOT  ^ good  one 
In  the  Addrefs  to  our  Committee,  now  under 

• Confideration, 


Confideration,  the  Gentleman,  fpeaking  of  the  Dit- 
trefles,  either  real  or  fuppofed,  of  the  Americans, 
in  the  Beginning  of  his  twelfth  Page,  has  thefe 
Words,  “ Every  Wind  that  blew  acrofs  the  At- 
lantic, brought  with  it  additional  Darknefs.”  Is 
this  ftrid  Truth  ? Or  is  it  Exaggeration  ? Strift 
Truth  it  cannot  be ; tor  feveral  Winds  blow  acrofs 
the  Atlantic,  which  can  convey  neither  Darknefs, 
nor  any  Thing  elfe,  either  good  or  bad,  to  Ameri- 
ca, but,  on  the  Contrary,  drive  every  Thing  from 
its  Coafts.  What  fhall  we  fay,  then  ? Shall  we  lay 
that  this  Gentleman  is  inconfiftent,  or  has  deviated 
from  Truth  ? Or  fhail  we  generoufly  allow  him  the 
Benefit  of  the  Figure  which  he  denies  to  others  ? 
But  here,  Dracanfir  like,  refolved  to  fpare.no  Per- 
fon  who  comes  in  his  W ay,  he  has  a Stroke  in  Tran- 
fitu  at  our  Agent;  though  that  Gentleman,  I be- 
lieve, is  utterly  unknown  to  him,  and,  I am  certain, 
has  neither  faid  nor  done  any  Thing  to  provoke 
his  Refen tment ; and  our  Committee  is  reproached 
for  placing  an  implicit  Confidence  in  him,  of  which, 
if  we  truft  to  this  Gentleman’s  Hint,  he  is  uftwor- 
thy.  But  the  Commmittee  well  knew  the  Agent 
to  be  a Gentleman  v/hofe  Abilities  and  Integrity 
juftly  inti  tie  him  to  all  Confidence.  And  if  the 
Americans,  as  he  complains  lome  Pages  forward,, 
have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  employ  Agents  of 
another  Stamp,  who  betrayed  the  Intereft  of  their 
C.onftituents,  they  mult  thank  their  own  Judgment 
and  Difcernment  which  led  them  to  fuch  a Choice. 
1 can  heartily  lament  their  Misfortune,  and  as  hear- 
tily wifh  their  treacherous  Villains  in  their  Power,  to 
receive  the  Punifnment  due  to  their  Offence,  which 
1 think  nothing  Ihort  of  Death  can  atone  for.  But 
then  we  e:<pe£i  to  be  left  to  our  own  Judgment,  in 
our  own  Adairs. 


Own  Committee ' are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  dif- 
$kafe  the  Gentleman  at  every  Step  they  take,  in 
every  Word  they  utter : f or,  by  laying  “ that  they’ 
**  could  not  pofitively  determine  whether  the  exclu- 
<x  five  Right  of  Taxation  belonged  to  them,  they 
* furrendered  the  moil  valuable  of  all  Rights  and 

Privileges.” 

They  did  not  prefurre  ralhly  to  determine  up- 
on a Queftion,  which,  till  the  unhappy  Stamp  Adi* 
gave  Occafion  to  ftart  it,  I believe  had  never  been 
Oanvafied  before,  and  was  then  Sub  Judice : And 
this  is  indeed  a Proof  of  their  Modefiy  j a Virtue 
of  which  he  has  given  very  few  Indances  in  his 
Publication ; but  it  is  no  Proof  of  any  Surrender 
made  by  them  of  any  Right ; for,  notwithftanding 
their  Caution,  the  Right,  if  it  belonged  to  them, 
remained  ftill  intire. 

T he  Privilege  of  being  taxed  by  our  immediate 
Reprefentatives,  is  indeed  a molt  valuable  one ; but 
then  it  is  a Privilege  granted  by  our  Conftitution  to 
a very  finall,  not  a tenth  Part  of  the  People.  The 
Want  of  it,  however,  is  faid  to  be  lupplied  to  the 
unreprefented  Part,  by  what  is  called  a virtual  Re- 
prefentation  •,  becaufe  the  Reprefentatives  can  fcarce 
do  any  Thing  injurious  to  the  unreprefented  Part, 
without  affefting  at  the  fame  Time  the  Intersil  of 
themfelves  and  their  Conftituents. 

If  there  be  Truth  in  this,  why  may  not  fuch  a 
victual  Reprefentation  extend  to  Colonies  ? If  they 
are  connected  with  the  Mother  Country  in  Point 
of  Intereft,  as  is  certainly  the  Cafe  whillt  they  re- 
main Colonies,  it  mull,  and  we  have  a very  recent 
Proof  that  it  does,  a&ually  fo  extend  ro  ours.  For 
-did  not  many  of  the  greatefc  and  raoft  opulent  Cor- 
porations in  England  interpdfe  by  pale-faced  Pen- 
is lions. 
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tions,  as  he  calls  them  ? For  they  thought  no  other 
Interpofition  lawful  with  the  Parliament  for  the 
Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Ad.  And  to  this  Interpo- 
sition, pale-faced  as  he  thinks  it,  and  a lull  Per- 
fuafion,  induced  by  it,  that  the  Continuance  and 
I.nforcement  of  the  Ad  would  prov#  injurious  to 
the  whole,  we  owe  the  Bleffing  of  the  Repeal.  For 
the  only  Reafon  afiigned  in  the  Preamble  is,  That 
the  Continuance  of  the  Aft  would  be  attended  with  In- 
conveniences, and  might  be  productive  of  Conjequences 
greatly  detrimental  to  the  commercial  Inter  efts  of  tbefe 
Kingdoms , without  the  leaft  Notice  vouchfafed  td 
the  American  Oppojition ; whilft  that  indeed  Rands 
highly  cenfured  by  another  Ad,  much  about  the 
fame  Time  pafied  by  the  Parliament,  to  effert  the 
Right  which  the  Americans  denied  them.  But  let 
this  reft  between  them  and  the  Parliament. 

If  our  Committee  were  miftaken  when  therf 
mentioned  Charters,  it  is  a Miftake  in  which  they 
have  the  Honour  to  be  involved  with  the  Ameri- 
cans; for  they  led  the  Way  by  appealing  to  their 
Charters,  though  it  be  certainly  true  that  no  Char- 
ter can  difeharge  a Britifh  Subjcd  from  the  O- 
bedience  he  owes  to  an  Ad  cf  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment, for  then  he  muft  ceafe  to  be  a Britifh  Sub- 
jed : And  whenever  he  lets  up  a Claim  to  fuch  an 
Exemption,  he  virtually  renounces  all  the  Benefit 
to  which  he  was  intitled  from  a Britifh  Government. 

But  this  Gentleman  has  greatly  improved  up- 
on the  firft  Notions  of  his  Countrymen. 

They  were  content  to  derive  their  fuppofed  ex- 
clusive Right  from  Charters,  from  Prefcription  of 
long  Ufagc,  which  is  generally  underftood  to  give 
Right,  from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  (i.  e.)  the  Un- 
reafonablenefs  of  their  being  taxed  by  Men  who 

were 


were  litter  Strangers  to  their  internal  Condition  and 
Circumllances,  and  had  no  diredt  or  certain  Means 
of  Information,  and  muft  therefore  be  very  incom- 
petent Judges  in  fuch  a Cafe,  whatever  their  Right 
may  be. 

Now,  all  this  has  at  lead  fome  Appearance  of 
Reafon;  but  he  dildains  to  hold  his  Rights  by  any 
other  Tenure  than  JURE  DIVINO:  “ From  the 
“ King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  all  the  Earth ; from 
“ the  Decrees  of  Providence,  and  the  eftablilhed 
“ Order  of  his  Nature ; from  the  immutable  Max- 
**  ims  of  Reafon  and  Juftice : He  thinks  it  an  Infult 
“ on  the  Divine  Majefty,  to  fay  that  any  Man,  or 
«s  Body  of  Men,  fhould  have  a Right  to  abridge 
“ him  of  any  Thing  that  he  thinks  dfential  to  his 
■V  Happincfs,  which  he  expreifes  by  the  Phrafe  of 
V making  him  miferable.  If  no  Man  has  fuch  a 
“ Right,  he  has  a Right  to  be  happy.  If  there  can 


“ be  no  Happinefs  without  Freedom,  he  has  a 
“ Right  to  be  free.  If  he  cannot  enjoy  Freedom 
“ without  Security  of  Property,  he  has  a Right  to 
“ be  thus  fecured.  If  his  Property  cannot  be  fe- 
“ cured,  in  Cafe  ethers  over  whom  lie  has  no  Influ- 
“ ence  may  take  fome  Part  of  it  from  him  by  Tax- 
“ es,  he  has  of  Courfe  the  ex,clufive  Right  contend-? 
“ ed  for.”  A notable  Train  of  Deductions,  and 
foon  difpatched ! 

But  why  did  he  not  proceed,  and  fay,  I find 
that,  by  the  Appointment  of  God,  the  Decrees  of 
Providence,  and  the  Order  of  Nature,  my  Compo- 
fition  is  Half  Brute : That  this  brutal  Part  has  the 
fame  Appetites  and  Paffions  which  are  common  to 
Brutes  in  general ; thefe  require  Gratification,  and 
I cannot  be  happy  without  gratifying  them  to  the 
full : But  no  Man,  or  Body  of  Men,  has  a Right  to 
£2  • make 


pacts  may,  and  to 
muft,  lay  many  Rt 
natural  Freedom* 
Society  cannot 
and  in  every  Gover 
be  a fuprerne  Power 
ordinarily  there  lief 
• I his  Power  is,  £ 
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make  me  tr.iferafcle  by  controuling  the  Gratification 
of  them  •,  I have  therefore  a Right  to  be  thus  hap- 
py. If  1 cannot  be  happy  without  Freedom,  l have 
a kb  ht  to  be  -tree.  It  1 cannot  be  tree  without  Se- 
curity tor  luch  Objects  as  are  neceffary  to  the  full 
Gratification  of  my  natural  Appetites,  1 have  an  ex- 
clufive  Right  to  the  Enjoyment  of  fuch  Objefts, 
and  to  be  nay  own  foie  Direftor  in  the  Enjoyment 
pf  them. 

This  would  have  been  too  abominable,  and  yet 
full  as  good  Keaioning  as  he  has  offered  to  iupport 

his  divine  Right. 

For  though  it  be  true  that  we  hold  all  our 
Rights  originally  from  God,  and  the  Order  of  IN  a- 
ture,  yet,  as  he  has  formed  us  focial  Creatures,  ! 
believe  none,  it  we  except  this  Gentleman,  will  de- 
ny that  we  derive  moil,  if  not  all,  ot  our  civil 
Rights,  from  focial  Compacts ; and  that  fucfa.Com- 
, and  to  anfwer  the  Purpofes  of  Society 
eftraints  upon  what  we  call  our 

fubfifl  without  Government; 
nment  there  muft  of  NeccfHty 
lodged  fomew here,  from  which, 
lies  no  Appeal. 

er  is,  by  our  Conftitution,  lodged  with 
the  Ring,  Lords,  and  Commons ; and  if  it  fhould 
at  any  1 ime  be  our  Misfortune  that  all  thefe  fhould 
concur  to  opprefs  us,  to  whom  can  v.  e by  our  Con- 
flitution  appeal  ? To  none  under  Heaven  except 
to  themfelves,  better  informed  and  adviled : A nd 
from  them,  fo  informed  and  ad vi fed,  we  have, 
thank  God,  obtained  the  Rcdrefs  v.e  fought  for. 

An  Appeal  to  Heaven  is  under  ft  ood  to  be  an 
Appeal  to  the  Sword,  and  if  v«e  may  be  allowed  to 

- trace 
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. srace  the.  Lion  by  his  Claw,  I think  it  will  be  no 
Breach  of  Charity  to  fufpeft  that  one  Purpofe  of 
tnis  Gentleman's  Publication  was  to  excite  his 
Countrymen  to  this  Appeal;  for,  in  a iobcr  Mo- 
ment; “ his  Soul  lichens  at  the  Scenes  that  obtrude 
“ themfdves  on  his  imagination,  while  he  refle&s 

on  what  migtithave  happened.” 

• the  Man,  or  Number  of  Men,  who  by  fuch 
an  Appeal  would  attempt  to  overthrow  a fettled 
Government,  becaufe  they,  in  the  Adminiftration 
have  been  guilty  of  one  or  a few  A£ts  of  Oppref- 
fion,  may,  if  they  will,  call  themfdves  Patrons  of 
Liberty,  but  I believe  will  be  thought,  by  more  im- 
partial Judges,  vile  Citizens.  For  fuch  btrugo-ks, 
even  if  they  are  juftifiable  atfirft  letting  out,  yet  arc 
generally  carried  to  fuch  unwarrantable  Lengths, 
are  accompanied  by  fuch  Circumftances  of  Ruin 
and  DeSolation,  and  attended  with  fuch  dreadful 
Confluences,  as  make  the  Point  contended  for, 
even  if  it  fhould  be  carried  at  lad,  which  is  not  al- 
ways the  Cafe,  a very  dear  Purchafe.  And  i am 
verily  perfuaded,  that  upon  aflrid  Review  of  for- 
mer Times,  it  will  be  found  that  Mankind  have 
buffered  a great  deal  more  by  Struggles,  let  on  Foot 
under  Pretence  of  vindicating  Liberty,  than  by  all 
the  Tyrants  that  ever  exifted. 

But  1 would  not  here  be  underflood  to  recom- 
mend a tame  Submiffion  to  Tyranny  upon  all  Oc- 
cafsons ; for  there  have  been,  and  on  fome  future 
Day  there  may  be  ftill,  Cafes  which  will  juftify  Re- 
finance, as  we  fhall  fee  by-and-by : For  the  Gen- 
tleman fuppofes  the  Revolution  will  bear  him  out 
jn  what  he  has  laid. 

It  is  true  the  Revolution  is  founded  upon  Prin- 
ciples of  Refiftance ; but  I believe  it  will  yield  him 
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no  Affiftance,  when  we  come  to  compare  our  Cafe 
under  the  Stamp  Aft,  with  the  Cafe  of  the  People 
of  Great  Britain,  forfome  Time  before  the  Revolu- 
tion happily  took  Place. 

The  Stamp  Aft,  deteftable  as  it  was,  yet  came 
to  us  in  the  venerable  Garb  of  Law ; and  though 
in  itfelf  fufficiently  oppreffive,  yet  it  left  us  many 
and  valuable  Rights  and  Privileges  intire,  untouch- 
ed, and  fufficiently  fecured.  But  was  this  the  Cale 
at  the  Revolution  ? By  no  Means ; for  the  dijpenf- 
ing  Power  had  virtually  laid  the  As  to  the  Root  of 
all  Law,  and  confequently  of  all  Security  for  Life, 
Liberty,  or  Property.  Did  the  great  and  good  Men 
of  thofe  Days  refill:  or  oppofe  an  Att  of  Parliament , 
or  any  other  known  Law  of  the  Land  ? Or  did  they 
refill,  or  did  their  Spirits  flame  high,  as  he  fays  of 
his  Countrymen,  upon  the  ftrft  or  fecond  Aft  of 
Oppreffion ? They  patiently  fubmitted  to  many: 
For,  as  Bilhop  Burnet,  a ftrenuous  Advocate  for 
the  Revolution,  expreffes  it,  they  thought  the  Time 
was  not  yet  come : They  waited  till  the  Mealure 
of  Oppreffion  was  full,  and  till  all  human  Means 
of  Relief,  except  Refiftance,  had  failed. 

Then,  indeed,  they  thought  that  extreme  Ne- 
ceffity  would  juftify  their  Refiftance,  in  which  I be- 
lieve all  Mankind  will  agree  with  them. 

But  has  this  been  the  Cafe  of  the  Americans? 
When  their  Sufferings  come  up,  or  near  to,  the  in- 
tolerable Oppreffions  which  gave  Occafion  to  the 
Revolution,  and  when  an  American  Affembly  be- 
comes as  complete  and  independant  a Body  as  the 
two  Conventions  which  fettled  the  Revolution,  then, 
but  I think  not  till  then,  the  Gentleman  may  juftify 
his  Principles,  and  the  Practices  to  which  they  di- 
reftiy  lead,  by  the  Revolution,  And,  that  the  Read- 
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rtiiy,  without  Trouble,  compare  the  Evils  which 
gave  Occafion  to  it,  with  what  the  Gentleman  has 
to  complain  of  in  Behalf  of  his  Countrymen,  I have 
from  Rapin,  for  I have  no  better  Authority  by  me, 
given  a Catalogue  of  them  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Page,  * as  they  were  prefented  by  the  Convention 
in  their  Declaration  of  Rights  to  the  great  Deliver- 
er the  P.  of  O.  when  they  tendered  him  the  Crown. 

That  the  Revolution  is  founded  upon  Princl« 
pies  of  Refiftance,  is  already  confeffed ; but  then 
Principles  of  all  Sorts  may  be  carried  to  very  un- 
j uftifiable  Len  gths. 

For.  lnftance,  a Principle  of  paffive  Obedience, 
as  it  is  called,  or  Submiffion  to  the  fuprsms  Power 
in  a Government,  though  it  be  a Principle  abfblute- 
ly  necefiary  to  the  very  Being  of  Government,  sad 


* A pretended  Power  to  fufpend  Laws,  or  the  Execution  afh%w$i 
hy  regal  Authority,  without  Cenfent  of  parliament. 

■ A pretended  Power  of  diipenfmg  with  Laws,  or  the  Execution  o£  ■ 
Laws, 

An  illegal  Erection  of  a Court  of  Commiflioners  for  ecclefiafticaf9 
Affairs. 

Levying  ©f  Money  for  theUfe  of  the  Crown  by  Pretence  of  Frero- 
gative,  without  Grant  of  Parliament,  '.of  for  a loagar  Time,  m 
fome  other  Manner  than  the  fame  was  granted. 

■Denying  the  Subjeft  the  Right  of  petitioning  die  Eiogj  ai?J 
Commitments  and  Prolecutians  ror  fuch  petitioning.  & 

A (landing  Army  in  Time  of  Peace,  without  CasilcRt  of  Parlia- 
ment, denying  proteftant  Subje&s  the  Ufc  of  Arms  for  their  Defeice. 
as  allowed  by  Law.  x 

Undue  Influence,  which.,  defrayed  the  Freedom  of  Ele&ion  of 
Members  of  Parliament. 

. Free*f  of  sPetc1>  i the  Debates  and  Proceeds!!*  of  ParUameat ! 
impeached  and  queftioned  in  other  Courts.  ' ' 

ExcefHve  Bad  required,  exceffrve  Fines  impoleJ,  znd  cr«se|-ao4 
unufual  PuRi/hments  inflifted. 

juries  who  paffed  upon  Trials  for  High  T rea&tf*  packed  znd 
made  up  of  Men  who  were  not  Freeholders.. 

Grants  and  Promifes  of  the  Fines  and  forfeitures  of  particular 
S^rfons  before  Conviction.  1 

Delaying  and  putting  off  the  Sitting  of  Pariiamiat*. 
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without  which,  no  Government  ever  did*  or  C&& 
pofiibly  fubfift,  yet  has  been  carried  to  very  raif* 
chievous.  Lengths  by  a Pack  cf  Court  Sycophants* 
who  would  have  placed  the  fupreme  Power  in  the 
King  alone,  though  by  our  Conftitution it  is  lodg-* 
ed  in  the  King  and  the  two  Houfes  ot  Parliament 
jointly,  4 •-  • 4 

Gn  the  ether  Hand,  Principles  of  Refinance* 
have  been  applied  to  very  wicked  Purpoles.  They 
have  been  made  Ufe  of  to  excite  Tumults,  to  en- 
courage an  incenfed  Rabble  to  the  Perpetration  of 
all  the  Villainies  and  Barbarities  to  which  fuch  tu~a 
multuous  Affemblies  are  naturally  prone:  Many 
{hocking.  Inftances  of  which  we  meet  with  in  the? 
Rebellion  .'of  Tyler  and  Straw,  who  fet  upon  the 
fame  levelling-  and  unbounded  Principles  ot  natural4 
Freedom  which  are  here  afierted. 

...  When  Adam  delv'd,  and  Eve  fpan,.  ■ 

.Where  was  then  the  Gentleman  ? 

Such  was  the  Motto  ot  theie  Infurgent-s  j and; 
how  far  this  Writer  has,,  by  propagating  his  Prin- 
ciples of  natural  Freedom,  made  himielt  acceiTary* 
to  the  Robberies,  Plunderings,  Demolition  of  Hoaf- 
cs5  and  other  Excefies  with  which  we  have  feen  the 
Northern  Papers  fraught*  1 fnal!  leave  him  to  con- 
£der  for  himfelf  and  it  is  a Matter  worthy  of 
mofcJerious  ConSderation. 

But  to  prevent  Miftakes,  he  afks  our  Commit- 
tee 44  if  they  maintain,  that  becaufe  a Parliament 
44  may  legally  make  fome  Laws  to  bind  us,  it  there- 
4'  fore  may  legally -make  any  Laws  to  bind  us  ? Do 
44  you  afiert,  that  where  Power  is  conftitutionaliy 
44  veiled  in  particular  Perfons  for  certain  Purpofes, 
44  the  fame  Obedience  is  due  to  the  Commands  of 
44  thole  Perfons,  when  .they  exceed  tnc  Limits  of 


Britifh  Aft  of  Parliament  is  binding  upon  every  Bri- 
tiili  Subjeft,  till  it  is  refeinded  by  the  fame,  or  art 
Authority  equal  to  the  fame  by  which  it  was  enacted, 
Parliaments  may  err : They  may  exercife  their  Pow- 
to  Purpofes  for  which  it  was  not  granted  them : 
They  may  exceed  the  Limits  of  their  Power ; for  how 
unlimited  foever  we  may  fuppofe  it,  yet  ftill  there 
^ill  be  many  Things  which  they  ought  not  to  do. 
•But,  for  all  this,  our  Committee  modeftly,  and  I add, 
'wifely  too,  would  not  prefurrie  to  draw  the  Line  be- 
yond which  Parliaments  muft  notpafs  $ and  the  pre- 
fent  Parliament  has  fince  given  this  Gentleman  to 
underhand,  that  it  belongs  not  to  him  to  draw  it. 
When  he  finds  himfelf  pinched  by  an  Aft  of  Par- 
liament, he  may,  if  he  will,  refort  to  his  divine 
Right;  but  then  he  has  no  Pretence  of  Claim  to 
Protection  from  a Government  to  which  he  refufft 
Obedience , for  both  thefe  are  reciprocal. 

His  next  fhrewd  Queftion  is,  “ Do  you  believe, 
“ Gentlemen,  that  Parliaments  never  did,  or  never 
“ will  do  wrong  ?”  But  is  he  fo  blind  or  fo  filly  as 
ftdt  to  fee  that  an  Application  for  Redrefs  of  a 
Grievance,  made  to  the  very  Men  who  impofed  it, 
necefifarily  implies,  that  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Suit- 
ers, at  leaft,  they  have  done  wrong  ? But  though 
he ’ would  fallen  this  abfurd  Opinion  upon  cur  Com- 
mittee, yet  it  is  what  our  Parliaments  do  not  pre- 
tend to;  for  as  often  as  they  repeal  their  own  Afts, 
•bf  which  we  have  leveral  Inftances,  they  plainly  eon- 
fefs  that  they  have  done  wrong. 

But,  as  the  Gentleman  declares  hirnftlf  a plain 
C 1 wilh 
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I with  I*  could  add  modeft.  Speaker,  he  tells  us* 

“ that  in  i'uch  a Caufe,  to  prevaricate  or  fear,  is 
“ worfe  than  Falfhood  or  Cowardice.” 

But  pray  what  Caufe  does  he  mean  ? Were  we 
of  this  10 and  engaged  or  afiociated  with  his  Coun- 
trymen in  thetr  Oppofition  ? We  were  not.  With 
what  Truth  then  can  he  reproach  us  with  betraying 
a Caufe  we  were  never  engaged  in  ? We  were  in- 
deed engaged  by  our  lnterefi:  to  get  rid  of  the  Stamps 
Ad,  by  the  beft  Means  we  could but  we  did  not 
think  fit,  by  a rafla,  fool-hardy,  and,  as  we  thought, 
unwarrantable  Attempt  to  deliver  us  from  one  E- 
vil,  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  a far  greater : We  there- 
fore fubmitted  to  the  Ad,  faving  to  ourfelves  the 
common  Right  of  Remonftrance.  In  Confequence 
of  which,  our  Committee  fent  their  Agent  fuch  In- 
ftrudions  as  they  thought  proper : But  to  their  great 
Misfortune,  they  have  incurred  this  Gentleman’s 
high  Difpleafure,  by  pointing  out  the  Danger  of 
reproaching  thofe  from  whom  alone  they  were  to 
exped  Redrefs,  and  wifhing  their  Agent  to  fuit 
his  Language  to  their  Condud. 

But  who,  if  not  a Fool  or  a Madman,  would,  by 
Intemperance  of  Language  ill  fuited  to  his  Condud, 
provoke  the  Refentment  of  thofe  from  whom  alone 
he  expeded  Redrefs,  who  have  it  in  their  Power  to 
crufh  him  in  a Moment,  and  from  whofe  Ven- 
geance, when  provoked,  he  has  no  Shelter,  Pro- 
tedion,  or  Afylum  to  fly  to  ? In  Ihort,  our  Com- 
mittee contented  themfelves  with  ading  in  their 
own  Affairs,  without  embroiling  or  entangling 
themfelves  in  the  Affairs  or  Condud  of  their  Neigh- 
bours-, and  might  therefore  reafonably  have  ex- 
peded a Return  in  Kind.  They  might  well  have 
expeded  to  have  been  left  to  the  Management  of 

their 
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their  own  Affairs,  in  their  own  Wav,: without  Con" 
t roul  or  Reproof  from  an  infolent  American  Didator* 
Btitthey  muff  hot  repine  at  their  Fate,  fince  they 
Undergo  it  in  common  with  Men  of  much  greater 
Eminence  than  thcmfelves ; for  who  can  be  fafe  from 
the  Impertinence  of  meddling  and  buly  Scribblers  ? 

In  Return  for  this  inoffenlxve  Condud  of  the 
Committee,  the  Intruder,  after  having  honoured 
them  by  a Comparifon  with  the  ancient  Cappado- 
cians, * gives  them  their  Choice  of  two  of  the  mean- 

■ r ..  . , . - ■ ii.i ■ * i i.  ..  . 

. * ^ If  what  we  are  told  of  the  antient  Cappadocians,  fays  he,  be 
44  true,  you  would  exhibit  the  fecond  Infiance,  fiflce  the  Creation  of 
46  Mankind,  of  a People  chufing  to  be  Slaves.” 

What  he  may  have  been  told  of  the  ancient  Cappadocians,  I know 
not ; but  I am  told  by  Jufiin,  Lib.  xxxviii.  Cap.  2.  that  when,  to 
their  great  Misfortune,  their  royal  Line  became  extin£i,  they  were 
harrafied  by  the  alternate  Oppreifion  of  two  contending  Rivals  fof 
th€:Dominion  over  them,  the  Kings  of  Pontus,  and  Bithynia ; and 
that  when  they  were  delivered  out  of  the  Hands  of  both  by  the  Ro- 
man s,  their  Deliverers,  for  Reafons  ot  State,*  thought  fit  to  declare 
them  a free  People.  But  the  Cappadocians,  long  ufect  to  monarch 2 al 
Government,  declared  that  they  could  not  live  without  a 'King.'  Nf- 
gant  <vi*vere  gentemfine  Reg*  f ojfe.  Upon  which,  one  Arioliarzanes. 
a Native  of  that  Country,  and  the  Perfon  of  their  own  Choice* 
became  their  King. 

Now,  without  confuiti’ng  our  Committee,  I fhaJl  venture  to  declare 
for  them,  that  in  this  Attachment  to  monarchial  Government,  they 
are  perfe£!!y  like  the  Cappadocians  5 and  no  Way  aihamed  of  the 
Likenefs,  notwithftanding  this  Gentleman's  Opinion,  here  fo  plainly 
declared,  that  to  live  under  kingly Government  is  a vc^utitary  §ub- 
mifiion  tQ-  Slavery.  1 v 

And  whereas  he  makes  the  Cappadocians  lingular  in  this,  till  our 
Gentlerr\en  exhibited  the  fecond  lnftsnce,  he  will  find  himfelf  irvif- 
talcen,  whenever  he  is  at  Leifurc  to  confult  Tacitus,  who  fays  feme- 
thing  of  the  Armenians,  as  does  Herodotus  of  the  Egyptian And 
I fcarce  need  mention  a more  recent  In  fiance  in  our  own  Country, 
where,  after  the  Succefs  of  tlKt\gj£atfl!&pllion,  in  1648,  the  Ufurp- 
ers,  as  often  as  they  founAMean*  to  fupplant  each  other,  by  ..T urns 
introduced  every  Species  of  Government  that  the  original  and  arch 
Rebel  could  fuggeft  to  tbertij  till  at  lafi  the  Nation/ wearild  out  with 
a Variety  of  Schemes,  wht^h  conduced  nothing  to  the  Re-fettlement  of 
public  Peace  and  Order,  was,  by  its  good  Gen ids  an d q f igi nal ; . At- 
tachment,  led  back  to  the  antient  Form*  A Form  tovwliic:h'h^^4^- 
to  bear  no  very  cordial  Affe&ion,  notwithstanding  lisfseciou*  Tro- 
tefiations. 
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eft  Characters : Of  thole  who  would  be  Slaves  fromt. 
v Inclination,  though  they  pretend  to  love  Liberty? 
p or  of  thole  who  are  dutifulfrom  Fear,  though  they 
„ pretend  to  love  Submiffion.  ” 

But  they  are  under  no  Necefiity  of  putting  oh, 
cr  wealing,  any  Garment  of  his  Choice ; nor  are 
they  to  be.  bound  by  Conclufions  drawn  from  his 
fictitious  Cafes,  which,  they  never  impowered  hirn, 
to  put  for  them. 

1 believe  that  a dutiful  Submiffion  to  lawful  Au- 
thority, even  when:  its.  Hand  lies  heavy  upon  us’, 
-will,  never  be  thought,  by  foher-minded  Men,  to 
indicate  any  Inclination  to  Slavery.  And,  as  to 
Fear,  it  is  a Paffion  wifely  implanted  in  the  human 
Conftitution,  by  its  Author,  for  excellent  Purpofes.- 
But  here  we  muft  make  a Diftincftion,  which  was 
cot  convenient  for  the  Gentleman  to  make,  between 
a daftardly,  and  a rational  Fear. 

To  leaf,  where  Fear  is,  is  neither  unmanly  nor 
fiavifii.  For  though  the  Man  of  true  Fortitude  wilt 
always  face,  yet  he  wilLnever  court  or  brave  Dan- 
ger. If,  therefore,  our  Committee  exprefs  an  awful. 
Deference  to  thofe  whom  God,  in  the  Courts  of 
Providence,  hath  fet  over  them  for  their  Goad  *,  in. 
this  they  aft  like  prudent  and  wife  Men,  and  are 
in  no  Danger  of  being  reproached  for  if  by  thofe; 
whofe  good:  Opinion  is'  of  any  V aliie. 

I think  I have  now.  Sir,  at  leaft  attempted  to  vin- 
dicate our  Committee  from  every  Charge  advanc- 
ed againft  them  by  this  Stranger.  Flow  effectual- 
ly it  is  done,,  muft  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
‘Reader?,  but  if  it  is  done  to  your  Satisfaction,.  I 
fhall  from  thence  entertain  fome  Flope,  that  it  will 
piove  fatisfaftory  to  others. 

As.  to  the  reft  of  the.  Pamphlet,,  which:  contains 
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Defences  and  Apologies  by  Turns  y Proteftattons. 
j&f  Attachment  to  the  Mother  Country,  of.  Loyalty 
fb  the  King,  &c.  Thefe  are  Things  which  might 
have  appeared  in  an  Addrefs  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  with  the  fame  Propriety  as  in  an  Addrefs 
t'O  out  Cbmmitte'e,  who  never  impeached  his  At- 
tachment or  Loyalty,  and  never  arraigned  the  Con- 
duct of  Ms  Coufttryirhen.  They  are  Things  in 
which  the  Committee  have  little  or  no  Concern,  and. 
I therefore  as  little. 

However,  as  it  may  be  thought  not  quite  civil 
t6  rife  before  the  Grace-Cup,.  1 fhall  attend  him 
throughout,  and  make  fome,  though  very  curfory 
Rem'arks,  upon,  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Pam- 
phlet. 

An'd  here,  what  Hrft  prefents  itfelf  is,  the.  Gen- 
tleman’s Declaration,  that  he  is  a hearty  Friend  to 
the  King.  But  why  not  -a  dutiful  and  loyal  S,ubje£l  ? 
For,  Friefidfhip  fuppofes  an  Equality,  in  fome  Ref- 
pecls  at  leaft,  between  the  Parties  conneffed,  fucK. 
as  can  fcarce  fubfift  between  Subied:  and.  Sovereign. 
From  this  Declaration,  he  is  naturally  enough  led 
to  a Panegyric k upon  the  Royal  Family  •,  upon 
which  1 fhall.  make,  no  Obfervarions,  becaufe  l think 
a great  deal,  more  mightfbe  faid  on  the  Subjedb,,  and 
with  full  as  much.  Propriety,”  from'  fome  other  Peq 
as  from  his.  • 

From  the  King  and  Royal  Family  he  pafies  to 
the  Mother  Country,  whom  he  loads  with  Compli- 
ments, indeed  jufriy  due  to  her,  for  her  'W'ifdom, 
J liflice,  Generality,  and  Moderation,  &c.  and,  hav- 
ing thus  befpoke  her  Favour,  he  proceeds  to  re- 
commend himfelf  farther  to  her  good  Graces,  by 
enlarging  upon  the  Me.it  of  the'dqtiful  and.  fpirit- 
ed.  Opp.ofmon  given  to  her  Laws  and  Authority  • 
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which  he  illuftrates,  by  cootrafting  it  againft  what 
he  calls  the  mean  and  flavilh  Submiflion  of  others. 

How  far  he  has  fucceeded  in  this  Attempt,  .1  lhail 
leave  the  Mother  Country  to  declare  for  herfelf, 
when  fhc  is  pleafed  to  explain  herfelf  farther  on  this 
Head.  But  trom  what  we  have  yet  heard,  I think 
the  Gentleman  muft  have  fallen  fomewhat  fhort  of 
his  agreeable  Expectations. 

Bvt,  af  ter  all,  what  has  been  gained  by  this  Op- 
pofition,  which,  he  fays,  raifed  fuch  Convulfions  in 
the  Britifh  Empire  ? Has  the  exclufive  Right  con- 
tended for  been preferved  or fccured  by  it?  It  has 
not,  for  that  has  been  exprefly  denied  -,  and,  for 
aught  appears,  it  contributed  nothing  to  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  ACt;  for  the  ACt  of  Repeal  a£ 
figns  another,  and  far  better  Reafon  for  it.  And  I 
think  we  might  reafonably  have  expected  this  Blef- 
firig  from  other  Confiderations  than  the  Oppofition-, 
and  the  Gentleman  himfelf  muft  think  fo  too,  atjeaft 
if  he  is  fincere  in  the  Compliments  he  pays  the  Mo- 
ther Country.  For  furely  the  Virtues  heaferibes  to 
her,  would  of  themfelves  have  been  fufficient  to 
prevail  in  our  Favour,  without  the  Aid  of  an  Op- 
pofition, which,  in  its  Nature,  tended  to  provoke 
Refcntnftejrt,  rather  than  incline  to  a Grant  of  Fa- 
vours. 

We  are  next  entertained  with  a very  pathetic 
Lamentation  over  the  Diftreffes  of  his  Country, 
which  he  aferibes  partly  to  the  Infidelity  and  Trea- 
chery of  their  Agents  or  Servants  : But  to  what 
Purpofe  is  this  made  Part  of  an  Addrefs  to  our 
Committee,  who  have  neither  contributed  to  their 
Misfortunes,  nor  have  Power  to  relieve  them,  or  to 
punifh  their  Traitors  ? 

And  now,  after  venting  his  Complaints  and  Me- 
naces,, 
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naces,  by  Turns,  for  fome  Pages,  he  is  again  at 
Leifure  to  return  to  the  Committee,  and  to  afk  what 
could  provoke  them  to  iflue  againft  his  Country- 
men a Decree,  which  never  exifted  out  of  his  own 
Brain? 

pE  thinks  the  Refolutions  of  the  American  Af- 
fbcafelies  could  not  be  the  Provocation.  But  as  our 
Committee  meddled  not  with  their  Refolutions,  fo 
neither  will  it  be  proper  for  me  to  lay  any  Thing  of 
them  at  this  Time. 

Thev  have  undergone  their  Fate : A Fate  which 
,my  Approbation,  were  1 inclined  to  give  it,  cah- 
_not  reverfe : As  little  can  my  Cenfure,  were  I dif- 
pofed  to  pafs  it,  add  any  Weight  to  the  Sentence 
already  pronounced  on  them.  But  what  I admire 
moft,  in  his  Enlargement  upon  the  Merit  of  thefe 
&efolves,  is  his  profound  Sagacity  in  the  Quotation 
of  a Speech  from  the  Debates  upon  the  Bill  of  Ex- 
clufion.  **  Mr.  Speaker,  I hear  a Lion  roaring  in 

the  Lobby;  fhall  we  fecure  the  Door,  and  keep 
“ him  there  ? Or  lliall  we  let  him  in,  to  try  if  wfe 
“ can  turn  him  out  again  ?”  A Chore  Speech,  upon 
which  I fhall  make  one  fhort  Remark,  viz.  Titus’s 
-Lion  was  a popifh  Succefior ; this  W riter’s  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  whom  Uhall  leave 
to  provide  for  their  own  Safety  againft  the  Beafts 
of  the  Foreft. 

He  afks  next,  **  If  their  flopping  the  Importa- 
**  tion  of  Goods  from  Great  Britain  could  provoke 
“ the  Gentlemens  Refentment?”  Surely  not;  for 
that  was  a Matter  in  which  they  were  to  be  left  to 
the  free  Ufe  of  their  own  Judgment.  And  though 
the  Committee  have  been  filent  on  that  Head,  yet, 
I am  perfuaded,  had  their  Opinion  been  afked,  that, 
inftead  of  condemning,  they  wOuld  have  applaud- 


ed  their  Frugality  at  any  Time,  but  efpecially  at  % 
Time  when  new  Burthens  and  Impofitions  called 
for  the  Practice  of  the  ftridefl:  Geconomy. 

But,  w.hilft  he  tortures  his  Invention  to  affign 
imaginary  Reafons,  for  a Refentment  as  imaginary^ 
is  it  not  fomewhat  furprifing  that  he  ihould  pitch 
upon  this  Article  of  his  Countrymens  Cealuft. 
which  is  not  only  unexceptionable,  but  e-ve-n  to  fee 
com  mended  > a.s  it  proved  feryiceable  ? For  it  will 
Icarce  be  denied  that  the  Countermand  of  the  A- 
merican  Orders,  and  the  pale-faced  Petitions  eon- 
fequent  thereon,  from  the  Corporations,  firft  open- 
ed the  Eyes  of  the  Nation  to  what  was  either  over- 
looked, or  not  fufHciently  attended  to,  at  Pac- 
ing the  Stamp  Aft.  I mean,  that  the  Diftrefs  of 
any  one  Part  of  the  People,  will,  more  or  lefs,  af- 
fed  the  whole,  though  in  different  Degrees ; as  the 
feveral  Parts  happen  to  be  more  nearly  or  diftandy 
conneded  in  Point  of  Intereft. 

He  is  likewife  pieafed  to  affign  the  American 
Mobs  as  one  Reafon  for  the  fuppofed  Refentment 
of  our  Committee : And- though  he  has  given  them 
up  as  indefenfible,  yet  i find  him  fpeaking  very  ten- 
derly 6f  them,  and  readily  inclined  to  become  their 
Apologiff. 

His  laft  Attempt  to  juftify  his  darling,  though 
fruidefs  Oppofnion,  is,  by  Analogy,  from  the  fup- 
pofed Cafe  of  a Father  offering  Poifon,  or  preient- 
ing  a Dagger  to  his  Son.  But,  whatever  Regard 
may  be  due  to  analogical  Reafoning  in  general, 
which,  I think,  is  not  allowed  to  be  the  molt  per- 
iod Species  of  Reafoning,  there  can  be  none  due  to 
his  in  this  Place,  becaufe  the  Cafe  he  puts  bears  lit- 
tle or  no  Refemblance  to  the  real  Cafe  of  the  Stamp 
Ad ; For  that  is  the  Cafe  of  a Father  requiring 

from 
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fcom-his  Son  a Service  which  in  its-  Nature,  is  cer- 
tainly, due  to  him,  as  Taxes  certainly  are  to  all  Go- 
vernments; Though  the  Father  may  indeed  err  in 
the  Mode,  or  exceed  in  the  Meafure  of  his '.Requi- 
sition. But  this  is  ftill  very  diftant  from;  the  Cafe 
of  Poifon  and  Daggers,  which  put  an  find  to 
tife,  and  deftroy  the  Relation  between  Father  and 
Son. 

As  little  will  the  Cafe  of  the  Eftate  ferve  his  Pur- 
pofe,unlefs  his  divine  Right  fteps  in  to  his  Aid. 

For,  if  we  exclude  that,  he  rpuft  neceffarily  hold 
the  Eftate  pf  the  Father,  who  may  annex  what  Con- 
ditions he  will  to  his  own  Grants.  p , 

But  behold ! what  hitherto  had  been  infifted  on 
as  Matter  of  ftridfc  Right,  held  in'Capite  of  the 
Ring  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  the  whole  Earth,  is  now 
at  laft  dwindled  into  . a Favour  which  weowe  to  the 
Clemency  of  the'  Sovereign,  and  the  Tendernefs  of 
the  Mother  Country  j,  and  which,  he  fays,  calls  for 
Returns  of  Grati  tude- from'  Ms  Countrymen. 

I, am  ready  to  believe  that  his  Countrymen  will 
behave  as  they  ought  upon-  the  Occafion f for  I 
would  by  no  Means  be  underftood  to  involve  them 
in  the  Cenfures  I have  pafied  upon  what  I appre- 
hend ro  be  his  Miftah.es  as  a Writer.—  ' 

There  may,  but  why  do  1 fay  there  may?  In 
fuch  Numbers- there  muft  be,  many  Mqn  of  Senfe 
and  Probity,  of  lovely  and  valuable  Characters : 

But  I think  this  Performance  has  no  Tendency  to 
infpire  them  with  a Spirit  of  Gratitude,  or,  indeed, 
with  any  other  Spirit  fit  \o  be  cultivated  in  Society, 
under  a regular  and  fettled  Government. 

He  confeflfes  “ that  many  Things  were  done, 

“ which  he  fincerely  wifhes  -had?  not  been  done.' J 
Why,  then,  would  he,  by  his  unfeafonabk  Pubhca- 
t)  tion. 
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fcion,  either  revive,  or  keep  up  the  Memory  of  fuch 
Things,  at  a Time  when  common  Prudence  would 
have  recommended  a total  Oblivion  of  what  had 
palTed  ? 

I call  his  Publication  unlcalbnable,  becaule  he 
confcfies,  in  a marginal  Note,  it  had  not  got  out  of 
the  Prels  when  the  News  of  the  Repeal  arrived  in 
Philadelphia.  Why,  then,  was  not  the  Brat  ftifled 
m the  Cradle,  when  its  Appearance  in  the  World 
could  ferve  no  End  but  that  of  inflaming  i Whv 
after  the  Repeal  took  Place,  was  a Cargo  of 
his  hopeful  Iffue  lhipped  to  Barbados,  where  their 
Tranfportation  could  anfwer  no  Purpole  butei- 
ther  the  paltry  one  of  railing  a Penny,  which  it 
feems  they  could  not  do  in  their  native  Land,  or 
the  more  wicked  Purpole  of  affronting  Gentlemen 
to  their  Faces,  who  had  given  no  Offence,  except 
that  of  faucily  adopting,  in  their  own  Affairs,  a Syf- 
tem  of  Gondudt  different  from  his  ? 

He  has  reproached  them,  though  unjuftly,  with 
& mean  Submiffion  to  Slavery  from  another  Quar- 
ter. • Why  would  he  then  expedt.  that  they  Ihould, 
by  a flavifli  Imitation,  take  up  an  Example  fee  them 
m America,  which  was  no  Way  binding  upon  them  ? 


lam,  with  due  Refpefi,  Sir , 


Tour  very  humble  Servant , 

A BARBADIAN, 

FINIS. 


